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allow all this militarism and imperialism to go on without
protest. It will be established as a rule that, whenever
political ascendency is threatened, it can be established
again by a little war, filling the minds of the people with
glory and diverting their attention from their own inter-
ests. Hard-headed old Benjamin Franklin hit the point
when, referring back to the days of Marlborough, he
talked about the "pest of glory." The thirst for glory
is an epidemic which robs a people of their judgment,
seduces their vanity, cheats them of their interests, and
corrupts their consciences.
This country owes its existence to a revolt against the
colonial and navigation system which, as I have said,
Spain first put in practice. The English colonial system
never was even approximately so harsh and tyrannical
as that of Spain. The first great question which arose
about colonies in England was whether they were parts
of the possessions of the king of England or part of the
dominion of the crown. The constitutional difference
was great. In the one case they were subject to the
king and were not under the constitutional guarantees;
in the other case they were subject to the Parliament
and were under the constitutional guarantees. This is
exactly the same question which arose in the middle of
this century in this country about territories, and which
helped to bring on the Civil War. It is already arising
again. It is the question whether the Constitution of
the United States extends over all men and territory
owned by the United States, or whether there are to be
grades and planes of rights for different parts of the
dominions over which our flag waves. This question
already promises to introduce dissensions amongst us
which will touch the most vital elements in our national
existence.